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SUBJECT: OPENING OF MANO RIVER BRIDGE BETWEEN LIBERIA AND 
SIERRA LEONE 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 27, PRESIDENTS STEVENS AND TOLBERT IN 
IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY OFFICIAL OPENED THE MANO RIVER BRIDGE 
PROVIDING SYMBOLIC LINK BETWEEN THESE TWO COUNTRIES AND 
IMPORTANT SYMBOL OF THE DETERMINATION OF BOTH PRESIDENTS 
TO FURTHER EXPAND LINKS THROUGH THE MANO RIVER UNION. 

2. IN SPEECHES BY BOTH PRESIDENTS STEVENS AND TOLBERT, 
IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACHED TO REGIONAL COOPERATION THROUGH 
THE MRU WAS STRESSED. HIGH LEVEL TURNOUT OF OFFICIALS 

OF BOTH COUNTRIES TO THE REMOTE LOCATION SHOWED GROWING 
REALITY OF THE MRU. MRU SECRETARY-GENERAL CYRIL BRIGHT 
REVIEWED STATUS OF MRU PROJECTS THAT FURTHER SHOW EXPANDING 
INTERDEPENDENCE BETWEEN TWO FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS. 
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3. HIGH LEVEL REPRESENTATIVES FROM IVORY COAST 
(VICE-PRESIDENT DENIS) GHANA (GENERAL OKAI) AND 
GUINEA GAVE OPENING AN INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR. BOTH 
PRESIDENTS PROFOUNDLY THANKED SUPPORTERS, ESPECIALLY 
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK WHICH FINANCED CONSTRUCTION 
AND USAID, WHICH FINANCED ORIGINAL ENGINEERING STUDIES. 
USAID/L DIRECTOR STANLEY SIEGEL, WAS ONLY BILATERAL 
REPRESENTATIVE ASKED TO DELIVER GREETINGS. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH A SMALL ORGANIZATION IN RELATIVE 
TERMS, Cl F AR COMMITMENT OF BOTH GOVERNMENTS TO COOPERATE 
WITHIN MRU IS POSITIVE SIGN. BESIDES REGIONAL DEVELOP 

MENT PROJECTS, NEXT YEAR SHOULD SEE CUSTOMS AGREEMENTS 
AND ESTABLISHMENT OF SEVERAL FACTORIES TO PRODUCE FOR 
MARKETS OF BOTH COUNTRIES. POLITICALLY, IT IS 
DEFINITELY IN INTEREST OF USG TO ENCOURAGE GOSL'S 
PARTNERSHIP WITH GOL AS MEANS OF INDUCING MODERATION 
AND PROVIDING POSITIVE ALTERNATIVE TO NEIGHBORING 
GUINEA. ONLY NEGATIVE ASPECT OF BRIDGE IS FEAR BY 
MANY IS GOSL THAT DIAMOND SMUGGLING INTO LIBERIA, 

ALREADY A PROBLEM, WILL BECOMEEVEN MORE SO. 

SAMUELS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: RECOGNIZED BOUNDARIES, COMMEMORATIVE CELEBRATIONS, BRIDGES (STRUCTURES) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976FREET000616 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760080-0927 
From: FREETOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976031 05/aaaadool.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUN 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <07 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OPENING OF MANO RIVER BRIDGE BETWEEN LIBERIA AND SIERRA LEONE 
TAGS: PBOR, SL, LI, (TOLBERT, WILLIAM R), (STEVENS, SIAKA) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



